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ON BOARD: Tom Eaves on Evette. Below: Charlotte Blee, Lilly Huntley and Scott Huntley with
the organisers of the event and members of the Hurley Owners’ Association (HOA)

Homecoming for K
historic Hurleys g

DOZENS of sailing boats built in Ply- (B8
mouth came home at the weekend. &3

The Hurley was a pioneering glass
fibre yacht created by former Devon-
port Dockyard worker George Hurley.
At the weekend the Hurley Owners’ & &
Association celebrated half a century
since the Hurley 18 and 22 were cre-
ated. Sutton Harbour Holdings’ King .
Point Marina in Millbay, hosted a &
gathering of more than 30 Hurleys. On
Sunday a blue plaque was unveiled at

Richmond Walk in George's honour.
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BY KEITH ROSSITER

of sailing boats built in
Plvmouth came home at the
kend.
Hurley was a pioneer-
glass fibre yacht by former
svonport Dockyard worker

George Hurley

During its hevday his com-
pany, Hurley Marine, was one
of the UK’s Jargest boat build-
ers.

After the Second World War,

business in Spencer Avenue,
1, in Plymouth, build-
ravans and trailers.

v moved into
new premises in Richmond
Walk, Stonehouse and expan-
ded to boats in 1958.

In the 1960s George became
one of the first boat-buildersto
work i s fibre. He asked
HEVAT ArCHITECT 1A ANNerson
to design a yacht. The result
was the Hurley, which was ini-
tially produced in three
models, 188, 20 and 22.

By the mid-1970s Hurley

&

Marine had a purpose-built
factory in Valley Road, Plymp-
ton employing 170 people and
turning out 17 boats a week.

George retired in 1967 due to
ill health, and he and Marion
sold their interest in the com-
pany to fellow directors.

George died in 1989, but
Hurley 22s continued to be
made by a series of boat-build-
ers up to 1991

At the weekend the Hurley
Qumers’ Association celeb-
rated half a century since the
Hurley 18 and 22 were created.
Sutton Harbour Holdings'
King Peint Marina in Millbay,
Plyvmouth, hosted a gathering
of more than 30 Hurleys.

On Sunday a blue plague
was unveiled at Richmond
Walk in George’s honour, by
his widow and daughters.
Marion turns 93 this week.

Stephen Dart from the as-
sociation said: “Some came by
sea from as far away as Bude
and Portsmouth and some
overland by trailering their
vachts from over 250 miles
away”




HAVING recently attended and
participated in the 50-year reunion
of the manufacturing of the Hurley
boats which was a huge success, it
was a great honour to be present
when Mrs Hurley unveiled the
plague commemorating the start
of the business.

It brought back many fond

- memories to all ex-employees who
rere not only present at the Royal
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y but for those

Yacht Club for the sail
ing on the

FOND MEMORIES: Mrs Hurley unveiled the commemorative plaque

Hurley 50-year reunion a huge success

I know the Hurley members
Would like to express their grat-
itude for the coverage The Herald
gave this event and I know how
much they appreciated Mrs Hurley,
who is now in her 93rd year, trav-
elling all the way from America to
do this. %

I sent the above photograph for
any ex-employees or members of
the Hurley Club who were unable
to attend the unveiling to be able to
see this for themselves.

via email
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FRANK WITTS
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ing ment, trepidation and fear, which |
weather conditions and we ended  suppose s what the adventurers’
up heading straight for the Break-  spirit and naval life is all about.

water. ‘None of this would have been

i

not really helping! Point.

*We did achieve it in the end and As well as hoping to see & host of
arrived safely in Turnchapel for Hurleys Jater this month, Stephen
our overnight stop before heading is also keen to explore some folk
back to Jupiter Point. lore - such as that the Royal Navy's

“The whole experience was an Hurlo:rmw_naﬂum'odm
emotional rollercoaster of excite-  senior officers’ girlfriends!
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How wonderful Mr Hurley is to be
wm plaque, His was to
sailing cabin cruis-
‘!R to many.

was a great success and a very
mm

~ 1 was proud to be a small part of it.
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, : in the office, leav-
baby in 1967.




